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In the vibrant and competitive world of sports, few individuals leave as
indelible a mark as the enigmatic and charismatic Ed Snider. As the
legendary founder and former owner of the Philadelphia Flyers, Snider
played an instrumental role in revolutionizing hockey in the City of Brotherly
Love and beyond. His unwavering passion, visionary leadership, and
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relentless determination transformed the Flyers into one of the most iconic
and successful franchises in the history of the sport.

Ed Snider's journey from humble beginnings to becoming one of the most
influential figures in professional sports is a captivating tale of ambition, grit,
and unwavering belief. This article delves into the life and legacy of this
extraordinary individual, exploring his early years, his rise to prominence in
the business world, and his enduring impact on the world of hockey.
From Humble Roots to Business Acumen

Born in Philadelphia in 1933, Ed Snider's early life was marked by modest
means. His father worked as a tailor, while his mother held a variety of jobs
to support the family. Despite their financial challenges, Snider exhibited an
entrepreneurial spirit from a tender age. He started his first business
venture, a small candy store, at the age of 12, demonstrating a keen sense
for commerce and a determination to succeed.
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After graduating from high school, Snider attended Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania, where he earned a degree in economics.
Following his graduation, he embarked on a successful career in the
business world, founding and managing several companies. His business
acumen and shrewd investments laid the foundation for his eventual foray
into the world of professional sports.
The Birth of the Philadelphia Flyers: A Hockey Empire is Born

In 1966, Snider's lifelong passion for hockey and his entrepreneurial spirit
converged. He assembled a group of investors and successfully secured
an expansion franchise for Philadelphia in the National Hockey League
(NHL). The Philadelphia Flyers were born, and Snider, as the team's owner,
embarked on a mission to bring hockey to the forefront of the Philadelphia
sports scene and beyond.
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Under Snider's leadership, the Flyers quickly became a formidable force in
the NHL. With a roster of talented players, innovative marketing strategies,
and a fervent fan base, the team captivated the city of Philadelphia and the
hockey world alike. The Flyers' success on and off the ice cemented
Snider's reputation as a visionary sports mogul with an uncanny ability to
connect with fans and build a winning franchise.
The Broad Street Bullies and a Legacy of Success

One of the most iconic chapters in Philadelphia Flyers history is the era of
the Broad Street Bullies. In the mid-1970s, Snider assembled a team of
tough and skilled players who became known for their physical play and
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intimidating presence on the ice. Led by players like Bobby Clarke, Dave
Schultz, and Bernie Parent, the Broad Street Bullies captured back-to-back
Stanley Cups in 1974 and 1975, etching their names in hockey lore.

Snider's unwavering support for the Broad Street Bullies, despite their
controversial style of play, demonstrated his commitment to winning and his
willingness to embrace a unique and unforgettable brand of hockey. The
Bullies' success and popularity not only solidified the Flyers' status as a
powerhouse in the NHL but also cemented Snider's reputation as a bold
and innovative sports mogul.
Beyond Hockey: A Legacy of Community Involvement

Ed Snider's impact extended far beyond the rink. He was deeply committed
to giving back to the Philadelphia community and dedicated himself to
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supporting numerous charitable causes. Through the Ed Snider Youth
Hockey Foundation, he provided opportunities for underprivileged children
to play and learn the sport he loved.

Snider's philanthropic efforts also extended to healthcare, education, and
the arts. He was a generous supporter of the Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia, the University of Pennsylvania, and the Philadelphia Museum
of Art, among other organizations. His unwavering commitment to making a
positive difference in the lives of others serves as a testament to his
character and the enduring legacy he left behind.
The Last Sports Mogul: A Farewell to an Icon

On April 11, 2016, the Philadelphia Flyers played their final game under Ed
Snider's ownership. It was a bittersweet moment for the city of Philadelphia
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and the hockey world. Snider, in his late 80s and in declining health,
passed away less than two months later on June 11, 2016, leaving behind
an extraordinary legacy in the world of sports and beyond.

Ed Snider's passing marked the end of an era, not just for the Philadelphia
Flyers but for professional sports as a whole. He was the last of a breed of
larger-than-life sports moguls who built their empires with a combination of
charisma, determination, and a deep passion for their teams and the
communities they represented.
Ed Snider: A Lasting Legacy and Unforgettable Impact



The story of Ed Snider is one of triumph, perseverance, and unwavering
dedication. From his humble beginnings to his extraordinary success as a
sports mogul and philanthropist, Snider's life and legacy serve as an
inspiration to all who aspire to make a meaningful impact in the world.

As we reflect on his remarkable journey, we are reminded of the power of
passion, determination, and the belief in oneself. Ed Snider's legacy will
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continue to resonate in Philadelphia and beyond, inspiring generations to
come to strive for excellence, to give back to their communities, and to
embrace the transformative power of sports.

In the words of Ed Snider himself, "Success is not measured by what you
accomplish, but by what you inspire others to do."
: The Enduring Spirit of Ed Snider

Ed Snider's life is a testament to the indomitable human spirit. He rose from
modest beginnings to become one of the most influential figures in the
world of sports, leaving
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Art and Politics in the Shadow of Music
Music has long been a powerful force in human society, capable of
inspiring, uniting, and motivating people across cultures and
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and even...
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