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Welcome to the extraordinary world of Signing and Belonging in Nepal, a
book that captivates readers with its exploration of the rich history, cultural
significance, and personal stories surrounding sign language in Nepal.

This book is a treasure trove of knowledge, meticulously researched and
beautifully written by Dr. Mark Turin, a renowned anthropologist with a deep
passion for the study of sign languages.

Historical Roots of Nepalese Sign Language

Signing and Belonging in Nepal delves into the fascinating origins of
Nepalese Sign Language (NSL),tracing its roots back to the early 20th
century. Readers will embark on a journey through time, discovering how
NSL evolved from a rudimentary form of communication to a fully-fledged
language with its own unique grammar and vocabulary.
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The book shines a light on the pioneers of the Nepalese deaf community
who played a pivotal role in shaping and preserving NSL. Their stories of
resilience and determination serve as an inspiration to all who strive for
inclusivity and linguistic diversity.

Cultural Significance of Signing

Beyond its historical roots, Signing and Belonging in Nepal explores the
profound cultural significance of sign language in Nepalese society. Dr.
Turin sheds light on the various roles that NSL plays in the lives of the deaf
community, including its use in education, religion, and social gatherings.

The book also examines the unique ways in which NSL has been
influenced by Nepali culture and traditions. Readers will gain insights into
the intricate relationship between language, identity, and community.

Personal Stories of Belonging

One of the most compelling aspects of Signing and Belonging in Nepal is
its focus on the personal stories of deaf individuals in Nepal. Through in-
depth interviews, Dr. Turin brings to life the experiences of those who have
lived and breathed NSL their entire lives.

These stories offer a poignant window into the challenges and triumphs of
being a deaf person in Nepal. Readers will be moved by the resilience and
determination of these individuals, who have fought for their rights, their
language, and their place in society.

Educational and Practical Insights

In addition to its historical and cultural exploration, Signing and Belonging
in Nepal provides valuable educational and practical insights. The book



includes an overview of the structure and grammar of NSL, making it an
accessible resource for those interested in learning the language.

Furthermore, the book offers practical guidance on how to interact with and
support deaf individuals in Nepal. This information is invaluable for
educators, healthcare professionals, and anyone who wishes to create a
more inclusive society.

Signing and Belonging in Nepal is a groundbreaking work that sheds light
on the vibrant world of sign language in Nepal. It is a must-read for anyone
interested in linguistics, anthropology, deaf culture, or the unique stories of
marginalized communities.

Dr. Turin's compassionate approach and meticulous research have
produced a book that is both informative and inspiring. Signing and
Belonging in Nepal is a testament to the power of language, the resilience
of the human spirit, and the importance of embracing diversity in all its
forms.
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